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m* Co n a tat Buildup ia northern South 
Vie teas 


***. *15? i?! 1 *?*®. 0 ! ***** Vletummeae forces ia a ad around 

mm horn clear ly tees the seat iapertaat 
? i »« llA U * mry tn vietaaa aiace the iatroduc- 

**° tt ** B ® c ? lkb » t **<**•♦ the buildup baa beea uader- 
*** for about six aoaths and baa, ia effect, extended 7 

******* ***** n *** * “f* «*®trol acriHMi the beaiUtarlsed 
Soao lato Quaag Tri Province. 

.. A l **^jb it baa beoa pursued at coasiderabl* coat 
to the OMiti both ia tbo destruction of aaapover 
J*® J**?* 1 *}’ **•*• l * no indication that Hanoi ia 

la i ta *ntoatiou to create a xajor stronghold 
* J£**' £*•** * orc ** nw i* the PIG! area include 

tte 9,00$~aaa 314th VTA division sad eleaeata of both 
resioeikta of tte 6,500-oaa 341at ll?A fciviaioa. Xlaoenta 
ofat least too otter Worth Tietaaaeao divisions e&y 

forceiTttere** 0 mouther a Worth Tie tans to bolster bach-up 

* «*^o«»teld ia Qaaag Tri Province 
offora tte Coamalita uaay ailitnry advantages. for 

***** Tiotaateae troops la this area Have eoa- 
eidteably sterter supply liaes than uoita opera t lag 

"!t!2 r « 4Wtt L A tetey aaactuary la also available ia 
mHqr laoo ami ia Berth Vietaaa. Moreover, tte Ceoou- 
•tot occupation of aorttera Quaag Tri Province strengthens 
Military pool ti«i ia countering eay ITS attoapt to 

tareaiag e cordoa of forces ecroaa 

**• peuiaaula. Tte presence of a aisable Cewmaiat 

*.eree ia tbla area also serve# to tie does a si gnif icant 
“***•* * JM| Sooth Vletaaaeae units attesptlag to 

it tte threat poood by the buildup. 
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It appears. kowvtr, that t be overriding strategic 
the intensification of Coonttaist operations 
1* maxthmra South Tie tax a and the concoeltaat destruc- 
Jff* *? th ! fwtralltf of the Beniliterised Zone Has 
"* ** ft establish a base free which to continue to fight 
apre^^ted war even if develepoeata elsewhere la the 
Smm Should continue to go against the Coaaualsts. flae 
^SSS ?**.** Omumimt forces in the coning sent ha in 
northers feoth Tttlua will bo to onset annlnun attri- 
Wt# •* JJ »•* GTO forcoa tinder coadi tiona as favorable 

***** l » tbo soar 

f oiere by berth Yle taanoao forcoa against populated 
cMPtol cantors would certainly molt in tboir defeat, 
in tbo face of 88 firepower superiority. 

Tbe Buildup 

. J* ***** onito of tbo 334th Worth Viet assess 

Tff 1 ** *»*© Qaang Tri Province in 
w and feao ISM, All three rogioontn of tbo division 
f ?*? * . . I>tl ? fe>r #i fepport units bad apparently arrived 
** * *** *>f Jbly. Tbie iafiltratiea-la-strength 
****** JJf* f 1 *** that rogelar Worth Vietaaoese 

“J®* 1 ** fc ^"*** 4 t * rou * 11 tb « I«oilitari*od Zeno, 

It wo o nine tbo first tiootbnt aocb a largo Coonaaiot 
* * *2* **£f Itrated aootb in aocb a abort period of 

Jiao, la addition to tbo 9,909~aaa 384th Division, at 
******** «^.Mntifiod units equivalent in also to 

SI! ^•tiered to bave infiltrated into woe torn 
**?? ** 1 to** 1 **** Infomatioa on tboao additional 
oeltn in gait# United, however./ 

Presents o 1 two ecser 


■ ... „ I m+mmmmitm wm. %w%9 wtil 

***** ********* 3X<tt *bd 32acU~ol the 4,300 man 341st 

, ^ot***a*e Divisioo^-bave been operating in eastern 

— J!* » «**«« ** thim ******* feme ia north Vie tans 

jM lb jft ii i logistic support force of uadetemlaed 
***** ** addition, eleoeats of two additional m diwi- 

™*J ***** t*to backup positioas ia southern 
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4. Thee far them i« m evidence that thehorth 
VietitMM fo re— ia tl* BIZ area are smbortfi ■* tt ia 
Swte theaajer Tlet Caag nilitary chain af **•- 
22* li floats tt2taaa. the he adqaar tare 
aacioa * la tfca tap fiat Caa* coanand ia the northern 
Ullof South Tietnaa aa*, ia the past, h a* eneffoise st 
22atml aw all pmmmtak farm fhara, 


aira 


tfwx, all indicate that 
strictly a larth fiataaaaaa aha*. Aside 
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a fa* provincial Tiat Caag aaita in tho t*o n orthera- 

aaat proviaeoe af Sooth all a£ tho fraaa la 

this area ara north netaaaoM Arsy rognlara, p&amlbly 
ia a etreagth af mime 3©,*©* sen, 

miitwy Advantages af the SB fttildqp 

*. Infiltration across the W offara * a a naber 
af significant nilitary advantages f® ** 
la the first place, it greatly facilitated the sws#t 
into iaatk Tie t nee af a lane way farce ia a skart 
aerie* of tiaa . L 


I for eaaaple, stat«4 tkat kis aStt-J 
m^era edge of tfca X*B lata <«>aag Tri's 


aawitaii»5* t i*t*rior--taak only a days, In eoatraat , 
tka trip ttimart tka Ltotlii eerri der taka* akoat 4© 
days, often area longer than tkat. The tia a fa ctor 
aay have keen iapertaat ia tka deelaioe to so*# ia, 
oiaaa Xaaoi My ka*a kaaa hoping to taka adaantag* of 
tin political aaroat ia April as* *ay ia tfca northern 


*. PM of tka tm rent# was eeasiderntoly eafor 
t kaa tfca lsptf mfc threagfc Ism. Cm satin tat troop* ear# 
laos aaps a ed to tfco effects of airstrlkoo as* tfcoir coa- 
nMfs oalt exercise toe t ter conan ad aa* control daring 
tkerslatlrely short aarch. Msreever, the troops sore 
Um likely to case dm *ith a dotoiUtatlag siekasss. 
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el theaghreceat ly captured dec wmmtm have ladies ted that 
kit* rates of sleksess were a amjor coacen of tko Co*~ 

*•«* kooa bartered la tko 
teki *ri Joagle area for a short tise. 

S2 T n.^^r&2fSs s;«s. e s t siv f 

rn far IN as a saaotoary or as a roar supply 

JSJ’ sk'LSaTE^IaT'm **»t»*aeae force* retreated 
— **• **** litir * *«rlM of sharp set* 

hssksf ariaf the conduct ef 98 Marias Operative IA8HI6S 
I?** 1 *- ^ *»«* Use, kesever, seSieai of Srth 

yietaasase elsseats has eoatiaued bach south of the 
ff5i- 15? *f y of th* mm also greatly shorteaed supply 
Hass ask aliased the aaxlm use to be sake of forward 

111 *** mm * th * r "— 11 ! ll t ■' —•tro lled 

pert leas of the M« 

sevest st of north Uetseseso imps late 

Ijl f •tr***thsaed the Coasntaist sill- 
ta^ppMitiss ferceuateriag aay PS atteapt to three 

lsm t *• **• «*•«** to blech 

®e»tk fietasas. Allies poval 
ySg h ** *•** rapoatokly raises 

myJSyjSSSygj; p rapyaks **k private stetessats, 
*?.?*-.* is coast tloa with press 

2 5 voreplaaalag ss isfiltratios 

J53S2 * ***■• a* the »s bsiidsp i« 

Fit** 11 !** "*—****> «»rt has bees 
ceasider ahle specalatiea is the Veetera press about 

-* »«**»* isvasiwa of the I»V, it is thus 
that Basel consid ers there is s secess lt r for 
>t Mi litary Hmm iptMt aaeh n attack, 

*** that the c arrest buildup is at least is part aa 
•tomt at tt. UT« U u!unu n mtauria 

. *• At least fssr kivisisss ssy b# already deployed 

is aerthora Sooth Tletaaa ask the^ethera i»v? 

* iy w ? . » r »»* »* other silitary facilities 

mSSHu! ********%!+& or expaasloa. la 
asat tios, eaasikarable priority is Wisp gives to 

hsspiag the rooks epos ask is build lag see reeks is 

*** f * y s oothers MT, Aatl-alreraft artillery sites 

S SESG^i? 1 f cr ***i»* *»*•* *«A SOM ssrfaee-te- 
sir sissile sites have also bees iatr educed. 
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10. The effect of tli* buildup — the Sort! Yietaes- 
«m *14* of the border bos boos to establish s deles— 
is Softs against taj land lsvaslea obilo also increasing 
tbs capacity for supporting Ceanaaiot fo— la tbo flold 
is Sooth Yletnau. 

UL. Aaotlsr «bi»tag» to tbo Quaag fri buildup— al- 
ready partially reali—d — ia that it tios do— a largo 
—steer of 8S sSmK other Allied troops la sorting tbo Ces~ 
—1st throat, tbo 88 roopoaao to tbo Co— oa lst buildup 
bas already talma a «o— Ids— bl* force avay fros other 
dutlos is I Corps, Seth 83 Marias division headcpinrtera 
is Couth Yietaaa bars bad to rap— iiioa fr— their ba— s 
at Si g lag Cba Lai to — ot tbo gr— lag Cr— wais t 
threat. In addition , a battali— of tbo lf8rd Airborne 
Brflfido hns bo— sored to aortborn South Yietaaa fros 
tbo •algoa/Hen Ben iron to provide a dofoano for oaa 
of tbo — banes. 

IS. tbo Co— ■ 1st buildup, is offset, has expanded 
tbs ororall infiltration corridor ia na oaa t-wea t direc- 
ti— — d than ——id giro tbo Co o — lot? gr— tor flexi- 
bility ia os— taring tbo ea rront typo of nlliod inter* 
di a tlea oporntio— • by building up nod —curing the 
bigbl— da ia Suaag Tri aad Hum Thioa provisoes, the 
Cr— mats bar* obtained fairly firs control over a cor- 
ridor vhich so* onto ado fr— 8— tb Yietaaa down into 
tbo central sa— tala ax— of Sow tb Yiotaas. Although 
tbo sores— t of a— aad supplies along ouch a corridor 
la still difficult, it will provide — altercate lafil- 
tratieo route to tbo la— pa aha ad le . 

IS. Co— sala t fora— — y also —all— — a— 11 
adraataga fros tbo p— iliag — other la this a— a. The 
— rtheaot — — has already started ia tbo north— a 
a— tins— of South Yietaau east of the Aasaaito Cordil- 
lera. this ah— Id a— —te at curtail tactical air spa—* 
tioas aupportiag 03 operation* ho— — —11 — the 
aebility of — eteas I sod 88 force*. Past rainy anas— 
experience, tee— r, suggeata that Casa— tat force# 
will sot bo — restricted by tbo —lay — oa. To the 
a— t of the so— tai— ia the La— panhandle and along 
tbo infiltration trail*, the —ads a— already drying 
— t. The— bars been —porta of the — «— ptl— of truck 
traffic is this a— a — arly a a— tb earlier them ia 
p— vi— e y— . 


Approved For Release 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP78S02149R000200280007-2 




Approved For Release 


2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP78S02149R000200280007-2 


gj tor Agjwcta of th» Buildup 

~ jAssy gy^aar. i S5Ay 

•**•*•«*« *«* th* iatoaaiftcatioa of coa- 

22*1* l io °* 111 «w*&ara South Tlotaaa sad the 

of **® aoutralitjr of ti» 

to •■trtli.li « base iroa 

Sw i t 0 ***** * P*etraeta4 war even If 

i# tlie S®®** should continue to 

roalliiLr * hlch **• Coaaaaiata are 

mppmar «««oM«ry to this basic consider a tloa. 

nnlM'i>^J^ t !S. a f.‘ pro trie ted m tofu to 

»tto»tlo« to north nttUMn props- 

* tStl.tiII.il fUS.JJ**"? "™ io,i «» the eillt.ry 

tteeot ir.^e STJlil* ‘ , il°*V ' 1 «* ». 

the eeotrol ^S«S“S.*bIlS i ^^lSlI 1 S^rS 11 

SiTtStS 1 'S£*£&5 : T % ■ ZiiSJf. rSn 

s^*a g s.rsffsfcsrg&j: -at. 
t2S&.'SJS 1 rs.’Eis:„~™* » -ss- 

otertoIeooM-.'illiiSil*. 1 .? ?“* * 4,s * t * epporeotljr 
bMtc iluSt, «; hl?i le.de re M > 

oeot erld o. tL SHTK 1 »-»— Wotom. The «ebete 
ththTmi lltlS -*y tt w ** >" tMl to deteet the os 
Seeer. 1 .ieSfT. Tf^ ■ _ff»t.*o*i«t* loeloded Senior 
STu XStTriSlil IflUl. **»>?* dll Theoh, oho ku 
■orth TlISS • l imit !*£; 

fSJJf**! It appears that am of th* l*aoil**d*r* 

G1 f?‘ ^aoatloaod whether th* taoSl 
«aat fore** war* capable of aaiatalalag their offensive 
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It tte tm tt* ti the n#itf VS buildup. They suggested » 
shift to i basically defensive strategy --one that would 
prolong the vtir-elkl would esphaaise the raiding and 
■shush ta c t ic s ef the guerrilla, tegular forces were 
to to shielded froa casualties and salstaissd at all 
oasts. 


If, Tlte aabstaace of the el 11 tar y debate involved, 
sassg otter things, tte question ef the pace aad e aphasia 
of too Co— salat military effort la the eeutb. Thaah 
a rgued forcefully la aa August ltdd article published 
la the party journal that the proper strategy was to 
develop the ability to fight aeblls warfare slatlltaaooualy 
tfereugbiifif the couatry. go polatod to the period between 
*ld~l£d4 aad ald-19b5 aa the beat example ef bo* this 
strategy works. Bering that period the Viet Cong were 
able, by launching nearly siaulteaeoue attacks both is 
tbo highlands and ia the flat la ads around Saigon, to 
whipsaw the South Vlotaaneae ai lit ary reserve to the 
pel at that by Say 1SSS the A£tVK was virtually exhausted. 

m 

IS, The defeasive advocates, ea the other head, 
sees te have spied for tbo erestioa of a strong, nulti- 
divisieaal force, dug Is end veil supplied is s rather 
veil dispersed regies booking up ea a larger aad safer 
roar area. Their tactic — baaed on their experience 
against the fresch— is to entice allied forces into 
forward area ef the base region, where entrenched Oea- 
anoint forces are able te iaflict severe casualties upon 
the attacking forces. The tactic will be te roly largely 
mm cohoshes fre a well prepared posit loan. 

If, At the sane tins their strategy calls for 
largo seals guerrilla warfare behiad allied Uses is 
order to tie down as assy troops as possible. They 
haps by thaae tootles to stretch allied farces this, 
holding dews tbo aaUter which css bo coasittod to tbo 
assau lt os their aajer base areas. They will be willing, 
asr sever, te as large sabers ef aea aad to take heavy 
easaaltle* as long as enough of tte attacking force 
could be destroyed, thus requiring tte allies to with- 
draw to their own base caap* Coasuaiat forces weald 
ttea try to extend their base area er area of control 
aad begin tte saae process all over agala. 
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*0. It appears that the iaitial declaims n* aede 
prior to tho iMMI dry seasoa ia fmr of Thanh's 
•trittfy of attoeptiag to stay m tbe effeasive vltb 
poraisiest nod large scale attacks on US forces. Coa- 
—oft for coo, Iwvtnr, ware usable to regale the iaitia- 
tivw trios to loot dry — aoa — a fact tit yrtfcly 
it to to reaml of to Mot* i* to apria* of iS*§, 
tit to recast developaeata near the it aoo appears 

that proposea ts of to rotor* to to defeseive strategy 
are aloe to bo gives » eh asee to prove tboir peiat to 
aarthera Sooth Vletaso. All of tho lagredleats for m 
pro tr sc ted war are provided boro. 

Out Ieoh 

SI. tho objective of CoowBBist forces is tho eooiag 
aeatha is sor there Sooth Vietaa* oUl bo to osact aaxlama 
attrition of 08 sad 0T8 foreos sader ceaditioa* as favor- 
able as possible to tbe Co— i a to. fbie oill probably 
iavelv* coat i aula* hit-aad-roa guerrilla activity, a 
taotie that has received ieavoaslas attoatioo ia Comm - 
slot pehlieatioas ia rocoat weeks. la additioa, tho 
Coeanala ta will probably coedoot attacks oa isolated 
or lisbtly dofoadad oatpoata each a* tbo Xbo Saab Special 
P o rcoa oasp. aad tbaa try to aabush friosdly roactioo 
forces. Oceasieaally, larger battle# way be fettght if 
friosdly forces cam be draws late tbe Cos— sl ats prepared 
base areas be twees Seat# 8 aad tbo OSS. Cossoaiat forces 
will, of eoarao, attoapt to tab* advaatago of aay favor- 
able tactical aitoatios that aay arise. 

IS. this ia tbo hied of warfare that the berth 
Vlotaeasse Army ia capable of wsgiag for a loag period 
of ties. Moreover, virtoaUy all of tbe advantages are 
ea the Coaaaaist aide as leap as they follow this 
strategy. 

S3, Alleged Coaasaiat plans to liberate Qaaag Tri 
aad Him Tbiea provisos*, as reflected ia captured decu- 
ssate aad tbs statemata of prieemare, are aore likely 
as exorcise la pr ep ag aada rather tbaa a valid strategic 
ala, Aay pash la ibeaeer future by Barth Tietaaeeae 
fercea agaiaat populated coastal coatora would cortaialy 
result ia their defeat, ia tbo face of 08 fire p ow er 
superiority. 
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24 , »»wrtt*li«i, tfco •Ut*bl« Co«iua 1 *t fm** 11 * 
tfcla »rt« *ttll ™taia th* CM«Mlity to U«ch ■■«***- 
rtffiMitcl tad, atrkftM. «f»t attacks 

frl JJSij lore!. ! If Ut CMMlitt * ” 
la craa tlaa sat aalatalalag tkis ton arcs i» aortfcsra 

caa fee «*I*eto4 to J«ap la *10 it loss l 

«alta la aa of fort to o*p*a4 U» taao. 


25X1 


i 


i 


25X1 


Approved For Release 2 d04/03/11 : CIA-RDP78S0214 9R000200280007-2 




